Development of heart and aortic lesions in DBA/2NCrj mice.
The development of heart and aortic lesions was investigated in 3- to 8-week-old DBA/2NCrj mice. In the heart, small foci of myocardial calcification and severe calcification with subsequent inflammation were observed. Severe lesions were restricted to the myocardium below the right ventricular epicardium. Small foci of myocardial calcification were found from 4 to 8 weeks of age with almost the same frequency. The incidence of severe calcification showed a drastic increase between 6 and 7 weeks of age. Aortic lesions were observed from 3 weeks of age and characterized by focal calcification of the smooth muscle cells and elastic laminae. The frequency of aortic calcification was about 50% and not age-related.